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Frequently Asked Questions
Who are you guys?

We people concerned with the direction our country has been heading since the election of George Bush in 2000. We believe that we can make a contribution to a unified strategy to remove Bush from the White House by dedicating ourselves to Get Out The Vote efforts in support of the Democratic candidate for president.

Any relation to Swing State Summer Break?
We are one and the same.  Please read on for a more in-depth explanation.

When did Swing the State form?
Swing the State (StS) began as Swing State Spring Break early in 2004.  We thought it would be a great idea to send young activists to swing states over their spring breaks to help register new voters.  We sent over 80 students to swing states in March and April of 2004, and the response was fantastic! We decided to expand the program and continue into the summer.  Hence, Swing State Summer Break. Again, the response was phenomenal. Not surprisingly, people of all ages - not just students - wanted to be involved.  Turns out everyone wanted to help send Bush packing.  With inclusiveness and longevity in mind, we decided to change our name. Early in August 2004, we officially became Swing the State.

Is this an official program run by the Democratic Party?
No. StS is not an official program of the Democratic Party. We are a completely independent , grassroots group of volunteers that are working to remove Bush from the White House. We believe that the best way to do that is by supporting the election of the Democratic Party candidate for president. We welcome volunteers from any party, and those with no party affiliation at all.

Can you tell me more about the Swing the State model?
Swing the State is practical, cost effective, and efficient.  We're a travel agency against Bush, sending motivated progressives into the areas where their work will have the greatest impact. Look at it this way:  In every major city in every swing state, there is an affiliate organization already doing the person-to-person work that's going to win this election.  These organizations know their cities, and know what needs to be done.  What they need now is person-power.  And that's where we come in.  We plug our volunteers directly into their infrastructure, to help get the job done.

Which swing states do you work in? 

Arizona, Arkansas, Colorado, Florida, Georgia, Iowa, Louisiana, Maine, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nevada, New Mexico, North Carolina, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Virginia, Washington, West Virginia, Wisconsin.  

Which organizations do you work with?
Primarily ACORN (Association of Community Organizations for Reform Now), ACT (America Coming Together), and LCV (the League of Conservation Voters).  

Is Swing the State non-partisan?
No, no and no. Swing the State is an overtly partisan organization.  Some of our affiliates, however, are non-partisan. When a Swing the State volunteer works with an affiliate, they are bound by the governing rules of that organization.

Is this program for profit?
Absolutely NOT. StS staff are all unpaid volunteers , working very hard for something they believe in.

Who can participate?
Anyone and everyone. We've got students, professionals and retirees, all working hard to beat Bush!      

How many registrants do you currently have?
As of August, we have over 1500 volunteers.  The number of registrants has more than doubled over the last six weeks, and we've yet to spend a single dollar on formal advertising.

What sort of work do you do?
Whatever it takes to beat Bush!  We focus primarily on five areas: voter registration, issue canvassing, persuasion canvassing, outreach to marginalized communities and get-out-the-vote efforts.

Where does your funding come from?
All of our funding comes from concerned individuals, like yourself.  We've also benefited from several fundraisers, including the Bike to Beat Bush, the Swing State Summer Carnival, and the Move Bush Party.  If you're interested in throwing a fundraiser, please contact Sharif Corinaldi at 646-286-0670.

Are donations tax deductible?
Unfortunately not.  Swing the State is too partisan for non-profit status.  

What are Swing the State's long term plans?
We plan on sticking around long after the election. We'd like to see a Swing the State office in all fifty states.  They'll always be an election to swing and a politician to check up on.  

==========================================================================

Travel Agent Questions

What do Travel Agents do?
Travel Agents establish contact with the registrants, find out what they're comfortable doing, and when and where they want to go.  Once you've determined where and when, you'll pass them on to the State Coordinator, who will finalize all the arrangements.

What do I need to be a Travel Agent?
Three things: some time, a telephone, and an internet connection.  

What sort of work will volunteers be doing?
We plug volunteers in wherever they're most comfortable.  If they want to do voter registration, that's great!  We've got an affiliate registering voters.  

What if a volunteer is uncomfortable doing outreach to the queer/black/Latino community?
Not a problem.  Experience has taught us that people are most effect when they're comfortable.  As travel agents, you'll help them identify the work they'll be most comfortable doing; the State Coordinators will then find the appropriate affiliate for them to work with.  

What does Swing the State provide?
We provide an organization to work with, appropriate training, and housing.  If a volunteer can get to a swing state, we'll plug them in.

Are there travel subsidies?
If someone is willing to donate a significant amount of time, we'll help with travel costs.  The current travel cap is $300, and all subsidies need to be approved by the logistics committee.  IN general, try not to bring up money.  Most volunteers have already figured out hwo they're going to get to the Swing State, and many have figured out where they'll stay.  Instead of saying, "do you need help getting there?" ask "how will you be getting there?"

What if someone wants to go to a swing state half way across the country?
If they can get there, great, we'll plug them in.  If not, try to suggest a swing state a little closer to home.    

Who do I contact if I have more questions?
Feel free to email Debra Cleaver at debracleaver@yahoo.com, or just post your questions on the Travel Agent Yahoo Group.  http://groups.yahoo.com/group/STS_travel_agents/
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